
TECHNICAL DATA FOR CHINESE GOLD AND SILVER TILES  
- Bevelled tiles only

NB that in these tiles the 
gold or silver foil layer is 
sandwiched between two 
layers of glass.  

The top layer of glass is 
very thin, so that the shiny 
metal appears to be on 
top (and, in fact, these are 
slightly misleadingly known 
as 'surface gold' tiles).  In 
reality, the foil is protected 
by an invisibly thin but 
durable layer of glass.   The 
bottom layer of glass is 
much thicker and is under 
the foil.  You can choose to 
use these tiles either way 
up, but they will be more 
durable if the thicker glass 
is on top.
 



Confirmation certificate for gold purity 

This information is not published with a full English translation, but you can 
see that the gold content is certified as being 98%. 



Technical test results 

The gold tiles have been tested against two national Chinese standards

GB/T 7696-1996 and GB 6566-2010 

These standards are very similar to UK tests, and assess the following:
- that the tiles are the dimensions they are meant to be
- that their appearance is adequate (in terms of blemishes, slants, bubbles etc
- that colour is uniform
- adhesive fastness (regarding the backing material)
- thermo-stability (by cycling through rapid heating/cooling)
- chemical stability (by testing with acids and alkalis)
- radioactivity
- strength of the bonds between the gold/silver foil and the layers of glass 
within which they are sandwiched.

The tiles pass all the checks.  Details can be seen on the following pages.  
The only issue which might concern us is that the thermo-stability tests 
are not carried out at cold temperatures.   
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